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NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. at the
Stock Exchange. In his remarks, he referred to
G.P. Goenka, president, Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry; Vilasrao
Deshmukh, Chief Minister of Maharashtra; Frank

G. Wisner, director and vice chairman, external
affairs, American International Group, Inc.; Rich-
ard F. Celeste, U.S. Ambassador to India; and
Naresh Chandra, Indian Ambassador to the
United States.

The President’s Radio Address
March 25, 2000

Good morning. As I reach the end of my
terrific week in South Asia and prepare to re-
turn home, I want to talk to you this morning
about the greater challenge we now face to keep
our children safe from the dangers of tobacco.
Every single day another 3,000 American chil-
dren smoke their first cigarette. Most of them
will be hooked for life, and a third of them
will die earlier as a result.

That’s why our administration has worked so
hard to highlight the health threat teen smoking
poses and to keep tobacco products out of the
hands of our children. We supported State and
local efforts to stop underage smoking before
it starts. And we know these efforts work. Mas-
sachusetts has used education programs to re-
duce high school student smoking by 15 percent.
Oregon cut eighth-grader smoking rates by al-
most a third in just one year.

Five years ago we asked the Food and Drug
Administration to start a campaign to slash teen
smoking in every State and to treat nicotine
like the dangerous drug it is. The FDA wrote
strong, effective rules to prevent any child under
18 from buying any tobacco product anywhere
in the United States. The FDA was also pre-
pared to end tobacco advertising that is shame-
lessly aimed at addicting another generation of
our young people.

This effort had strong support from public
health leaders in both parties in Congress, but
it collapsed under the pressure of tobacco com-
panies and the Republican leadership in Con-
gress while the tobacco industry challenged the
rules in court.

This week, in a setback for the health of our
children, the Supreme Court ruled that the
FDA must have explicit authorization from Con-
gress before it can regulate tobacco. However,
all nine Justices made it perfectly clear that they

believe tobacco is dangerous, especially to young
people. The majority opinion called it, quote,
‘‘perhaps the most significant threat to health
in the United States.’’

Now, the American people know this. They’ve
known it for a long time. Now the ball is in
Congress’ court. They should show they also
understand the danger to our young people and
give the FDA’s tobacco regulations the force
of law.

This is not a partisan issue. It’s a health issue
for our Nation and a life-or-death issue for chil-
dren. In 1998 a bipartisan group of Senators
offered legislation that would have let the FDA’s
campaign move forward. It had the support of
57 Senators from both sides of the aisle, but
the leadership blocked it. And this week similar
bipartisan legislation was introduced in the
House. I urge both Houses of Congress to pass
it promptly.

The Justice Department also has sued the
tobacco manufacturers to recover the cost of
tobacco-related illnesses and to make sure
they’re held accountable for actions that they
take. I ask Congress to support these efforts,
as well, not undermine them, as some have
threatened to do. I also ask Congress to work
with me to take action to protect the financial
security of tobacco farmers and their commu-
nities.

And finally, I challenge the States to do their
part, as well, by dedicating the money they’ve
collected from tobacco settlements to fund
antismoking programs for children and young
people.

Preventing our children from smoking is our
common responsibility. It’s a fight we can win
and one we must win, starting now.

Thanks for listening.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:05 p.m.
on March 24 at the Stock Exchange in Mumbia,
India, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. e.s.t. on March

25. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 24 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Television Address to the People of Pakistan From Islamabad, Pakistan
March 25, 2000

As-salaam aleikum. It is an honor to be the
first President of the United States to address
all the people of Pakistan, and the first to visit
your country in more than 30 years. I’m here
as a great admirer of your land’s rich history,
of its centuries of civilization that stretch as long
as the Indus River. I’m here as one whose own
Nation has been greatly enriched by the talents
of Americans of Pakistani descent. But most of
all, I am here as a friend, a grateful friend
who values our long partnership, a concerned
friend who cares deeply about the future course
of your country, a committed friend who will
stand with the people of Pakistan as long as
you seek the stable, prosperous, democratic na-
tion of your founders’ dreams.

More than half a century ago, Mohammed
Ali Jinnah shared that vision as he addressed
Pakistan’s Constituent Assembly. ‘‘If you work
together,’’ he said, ‘‘in a spirit that every one
of you is first, second, and last a citizen, with
equal rights, privileges, and obligations, there
will be no end to the progress you will make.’’
The Quaid-e Azam ended that speech by read-
ing a telegram he had just received. The mes-
sage expressed hope for success in the great
work you were about to undertake. That mes-
sage was from the people of the United States.

Despite setbacks and suffering, the people of
Pakistan have built this nation from the ground
up, on a foundation of democracy and law. And
for more than 50 years now, we have been part-
ners with you. Pakistan helped the United States
open a dialog with China. We stood together
when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan.
Our partnership helped to end the cold war.
And in the years since, we have cooperated in
the fight against terrorism. Our soldiers have
stood together in missions of peace in every
part of the world. This is your proud legacy,
our proud legacy.

Now we are in the dawn of a new century,
and a new and changing world has come into

view. All around the globe a revolution is taking
hold, a revolution that is tearing down barriers
and building up networks among nations and
individuals. For millions it has made real the
dream of a better life with good schools, good
jobs, a good future for their children.

Like all key moments in human history, this
one poses some hard choices, for this era does
not reward people who struggle in vain to re-
draw borders with blood. It belongs to those
with the vision to look beyond borders for part-
ners in commerce and trade. It does not favor
nations where governments claim all the power
to solve every problem. Instead, it favors nations
where the people have the freedom and respon-
sibility to shape their own destinies.

Pakistan can achieve great things in this new
world, but real obstacles stand in the way. The
political situation, the economic situation, the
tensions in this region, they are holding Pakistan
back from achieving its full potential in the glob-
al economy.

I know I don’t have to tell you all this. This
is something you know, something you have
seen. But I do have hope. I believe Pakistan
can make its way through the troubles and build
a future worthy of the visions of its founders:
a stable, prosperous, democratic Pakistan, secure
in its borders, friendly with its neighbors, con-
fident in its future; a Pakistan, as Jinnah said,
‘‘at peace within and at peace without.’’

What is in the way of that vision? Well, clear-
ly, the absence of democracy makes it harder,
not easier, for people to move ahead. I know
democracy isn’t easy; it’s certainly not perfect.
The authors of my own country’s Constitution
knew that as well. They said that the mission
of the United States would always be, and I
quote, ‘‘to form a more perfect Union.’’ In other
words, they knew we would never fully realize
our ideals, but that we could keep moving closer
to them. That means the question for free peo-
ple is always how to keep moving forward.
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